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Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge
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M 10:3042:30; W 11:3042:30 Office Hours:M 12:302:30
SSG2020 (and byappointment

StevensorHall 4141
email: rdisalle@uwo.cq

DESCRIPTION

All areasof philosophy, anaf human knowledgen generaldependn assumptionaboutthe
natureof knowledge:assumptionsabouthow we come toknow whatwe know, whatwe can
know abouttheworld, andhow we come tatrustthe knowledgeclaimsof otherpeople aswell as
our own. Thetheoryof knowledgethushasmetaphysicalpsychological, and socidimensions
aswell asdirectly epistemological ones. Tht®urseconsidersomeof the mostimportant
problemsin thetheory ofknowledge, froma selectionof classicalandcontemporary viewpoints.
In this way we will gain someinsightinto the origins, motivationsandevolution ofthese
problemsaswell astheirimplicationsfor contemporary thought. Topiegll includethenature
of perception, theelationbetweersense anteasonscepticismandcertainty,trustin the
testimonyothers, deductivandnon-deductiveinference andtherole of a priori principlesin our
common sensandscientificknowledge. Although there an® formalprerequisites, somarior
familiarity with philosophicakextswill be assumed.

TEXTS
Text: Huemered. EpistemologyContemporanReadings(Routledge, 2002)
Supplementary text® beposted on OWL

METHOD OF EVALUATION

2 shortessaygeach25% of final mark)

Final exam(40% offinal mark)

Regularparticipationin classdiscussion (10%f final mark)

OBJECTIVES

1. Tostudy classic andontemporary texts thetheory ofknowledge

2. Tounderstand theole of epistemological questionis knowledgegenerally
3. Tounderstand ancritically evaluate knowledgelaims

4. Todevelop competence aritical analysisby carefulreadinganddiscussion
5. Todevelop skilloof oral expression andrgumenthrough classliscussion
6. Todevelop writingskills through writtenessignments

AUDIT
Studentswvishing toauditthe courseshould consultvith theinstructorprior to or during thefirst




weekof classes.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES

The Departmenbf Philosophy policieshatgovern theconduct, standards, aedpecationsfor
studentparticipationin Philosophy coursegre available ithe Undergraduate sectiaf the
Departmenbf Philosophy websitattp://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html.
It is your responsibilityto understand thpoliciessetout by theSenate anthe Departmenbf
Philosophy, andhusignoranceof these policiesannotbe usedasgroundsof appeal.

ACCOMMODATION

Studentsseekingacademic accommodati@m medicagroundsfor any missedests,exams,
participationcomponentsnd/orassignmentsvorth 10% or moreof their final grademustapply

to the Academic Counselling officef theirhomeFacultyandprovidedocumentation. Academic
accommodatiormannotbe grantedby theinstructoror department. Documentation shiadl
submitted assoon agossible, tahe Office of the Deanof the student’sFacultyof registration,
togetherwith arequesfor relief specifyingthe natureof theaccommodatiofeing requested.
The UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medicdlinessand further informatiomegarding this
policy canbefoundat
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf.

EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
At leastthree daygprior to thedeadlinefor withdrawalfrom a coursewithoutacademic penalty,
studentswill receive anassessmertf work accounting for at Palty290 Td ()Tj 3000 0 Tc-5% Tc 004 Tw |




SUPPORT SERVICES

RegistrarialServiceshttp://www.registrar.uwo.ca
StudentSupportServiceshttps://student.uwo.ca/psp/hdpreb/?cmd=login
Servicesprovided by th@JSC http://westernusc.ca/services/
StudentDevelopmentCentre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Studentsvho are inemotional/mental distress should ref@r



